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e jﬁiﬁlmng back I was burning bocks in the

winter to keep warm, I was eating my breakfast at
MacDonald's and I was refuging in everything's a
pound" when the rain swelled over the land. My youth
was spent standing on the bend at Linkskill waiting
for a car to send a wave of rainwater over my head and
progressed to drinking Londis's pulse at Lord
Collingwood's feet. But then I was living in North
Shields, How I longed for a girlfriend that hadn't
already had three children. I'd had enough, it was
time to move.

whitley Bay had an air of majesty about it, we
would stand our ground in school and fight our class
war against the royal trends of the children of
Whitley High. It was obvious, to raise my standard of
living I needed to be there, become what I strove Cto
hate, once the immaturity wore through i realised
coffee shops, skate parks and books weren't the enemy.
It wasn't long before I had replaced my battered mars
bar to a mars bar smoothies, wearing torn jumpers I
had found by the magistrate courts with knit wear from
St Oswald's and instead of sliding down the hills of
Northumberland park on a battered fish I was grinding
the coping at Skate City.

Life was good. Whitley Bay playhouse stands
proudly rebuilt, the Dome has it's reign over the
rooftops once more and there is a new groovy place for
the kids to skate at the coast.

A few weeks back T read a leaflet posted through
my door, rejuvenation at the coast, apparently they
plan to build a artificial reef in Whitley Bay which
will increase the surf, T couldn't believe my eyes.
But the charm didn't last, where once Woolworths had
stood laughing, there now pleads a hapless B&M bar-
gains, now the third standing for the bargain shop of
the year award on the bays corners, MacDonalds is
preparing for global Domination starting across the
road and the mighty Primark has ordered 2000 of it's
most senior child labourers to fulfil the heavy demand
of it's new store by the house of god.

It started with Home bargains, and I was reluctant
to go but then it grasps you in it's 1llusion of
building the perfect house on a fiver, every time I
ended up with a house filled with cushion covers with
cats on and hair products, my hair has been shaved for
a while and still they mounded up. But every time I
walked away I was greeted by Iceland, £l a lasagne,
cheapest milk around without having to hike the hill
to Morrison's, and then Pound Stretchers, which will
soon find home in the centre of Whitley Bay, I'm
reluctant to divulge about Pound Stretchers, so I
won't.

The coffee shops have went out of business, Blue
Mango is no more, Run-A-Mocha is on it's last legs,
park view's culture is on it's last legs, I thought
that the super bargain shops had driven them out of
business, but it's not them.. it's us, it's the
population of Whitley bay. We now strive on the Bring
down the price, fashion, even if it does bring down
our culture parallel. I guess it was only time before
North shields caught up, North shields was once going
Fo be the City of the North East before it became what
it 1is.

Maybe it's the salty air?
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Eniled

Wandering throwgh a farmecs [ield, that'm coversd by alarsa
They're growing out bBe ground, and telling m¢ to keep calm
The clocks start to coil, and coscce my lege into the podl
There's no peed for &4 stopeatch, when ['m watching everyrhing drog
1 drop dewnm so slow through the sedisent and dirt

i tnhale, and ther & gale Pills up &y lunge with earth

I circulste, then compemplate I I'm &ix foek wnder

! mashle, then grumble, and then the grousd crsbles

Zend a gearch party to look fnside thils grousd

The holas are getting ssmaller, and it doess't wank s fousd
Looking up at &n aperturs, that's contracting quickly

It cloaes ard the pmall asd the texturs make ma wickiy

1 Peel @ick

ind 1 feel tricksd

And then I'm kicked

And 1 land on scos bricks
And I break chroogh

IAte & ©oom

And evecyons Ehore

Looksd like they didn't care

They all stars ab ms coldly, ard aiked what I°d dops

Zaild T wap op & summers walk, now T can‘t ged Ll Au

Thay amked s for the time, but 1 paw the watchen chat Ehey wore
I agked them whers I wan, and they told s 1 was ag the core

My arm felt lika an aicher, a9 I looked down ak my wrint

A watch wam geteing cighrer, anfl s blesd started to conmErict
Spenal fluid pusked to ooy hesd, nnd then By ear drisss bupse

The residents gathered asses, and guenched their colleccive vhliese
1 watched thes and I wait, for an injection of pain

I feel the sase, ! feal oo pain. Wit thoo their faces shasge
And now all the psople in che room look fust 1ike o

I liazen for chijectics, bk I can"t hear my plea

Thedr watchos 81l explode, but mine just grows

A=sd thah By tkin corccdes, and &y body turms o coal
I'm back oo the surface, Bt | a= not myaelf

I'm part of the sodl, But apast from my mental health

Now I'm swaliieg in & farpers field
Lackiag for a Cnce to 2teal

And if po Gne Evesds oo me

"1l be Bare (OF sCoFsbLy



f ha#l Desr BitTing chere for 4 while befote she walked in ardl almost ireediaiely spked == IF I-d
bad sy Breakisar, and T maid oo, 6o tiBe "0 deasrt You suEt eat pocr BoeakPaet™ [(hEre waE AN
cverpowering smell of ssdicise and itale Crgaretiesl

-

=1 wp had two whearabix® ahe said and there WA Eilence again, #0 I ptarnec back ag =y bood, it
wan hard En Eoncentrate. She was makinh Sose aviu]l snicking ODIEEE WiEh her mouth, Ber Coogue

gounded inflated and sedicated, amd so did her speech.

ho fou YAND & cup of paffes of teadT Yoo can makes ooe heape pow Ko™

=i know, W chank goud

“Thircesn paciencs feailed B4 LUrm Wp yod saed” asd shé poinled AL & mign wRicCh waE ReEnging From
che wall just mEwt to the door, "IfE"s She sase a1 the GF 8-

At ehig peine § was sbreggling to think of eEhinge oS4y Ln Fesponne Lo Bes commentip, [ w4 alse
avare of the younger man whoe eenkied ar == intensely and kept a tight BEald om his plascic bag a8 B

sijped on & glags of wates,

*Mile dossp’t last thess days!” abe started again and before I could think of seseching Lo say;
“Once you've had tea and ceseal thers's not really such lefe asd ie's B0 expecpiee”

“Eeally?* I said trying to sound enthused

*Tere Sip & pine in rthe the local the one by The earher...~

*Co-Op?* I said

*YES1| Yes 3ip and at'w G0p 4f yoom buy 1T from che millean,”

*oh I don‘t really drimk milk se T wouldart kmew.® This sesmed to upeet heT, =2 T comtinued witk
ey book af ske contisued Te sake sickening churning noises with Ber semih. Suddssly Che young man
wkt called ourt of the room and he bolted op dnd shot oub, his Bag hit the door om che way cat, I6
wap just mp asd the sedicated ald lady lefr. She was wery short snd her back Eunched ower Dur Ber
Eead didnr droop tovards che [loor. ker face looked subbesy, and she 4t with her Bande clemched
on her lap. G Red & wery Joud, sreceq and well sducated accent. defiascly oot & locdl sccent. I
wondrrod WakE She WAl O

I il hear dore liughter cosipy fros sorewhers in here

Tae clock in making oo mueh notes, Jed the plants look fake, plasts in imsbitutioes dlways do I
pEink, There's dlso @ picture oo che wall of Ehsee E4LS GLACLDY AT & Clock:

The lsughter I8 gettling loudse.

For & wery cshort pericd of tise an alder loowing man, who was quite short and LOUT WEATING . § BULE
jacket and pants, with 4 white wvest, & black buckled har asd & scring ol Havailan styie flewera
arcuad hiw neck came fake the roos aed fiddled lewdly with & seall radic that wved i the coconer of
the rocm. He oculdn't g8t LT o work, amd then he was 2alled sut by & Lall bird like =in wka
looked oo clesn

Ssar afees Ehe old lady was called oot by another wosas wihe Bed glasses round her ceck oo @ bright
coloared stTing. The oid lady secmed very pleased It wag ber Gtuzm and asked the woman hos she waa
daing and §f she'd had her hesakiamt

Sow T wat slosE in rhe room and I etood up asd stretched oy legs. T felt like [ had been sithiEj
thiere for hourd, I'= fpf swre how loog 00 actually was. I weet over 18 & poEDer o0 the far wall
snd started te read it vhen Ceo men cebe inEc The foLE. Dne wan extrensly tall and well buiik, Bt
had & wvery boyish face. the other was & san T wosld g3y was in his early twestics whe eniled
politely when Be came in. the tall sen avoided ey centact. [ guessed that the smaller younger man
wis Ebe tall many caver. There wan & eilesse [illing the rooe . @ would occamionally cateh eycs
with rhe yousg man and we both wxiled uncosfortably. Then the taller man scked me what I vae doilhg
end T told Sie I wvas walticgd. He cold md hio cams wis Sceve and Bia Lrisnd van called Fanl, Szeve
AN VETY BaJEr Lo kacw bow long 1 had Been walting ke iooked like he was geiting increasingly
fmpatient, [ told his I sasn'c sure anid that it [elE Llike iges

*Pou know, you make oo migtake,. ooe time, and for the rest of your lite peuple will judge you,
onee pou et & Llabel srcs alsesr lspossible te get rid of sb, and people will treat you
diffarant Ly~

1 wmapn't exactly mure shat ke was geferring to. it speesed our of Centext fur | aisused i had
fearthing Eo oo with why he oug 1f this plies

He faaked for a while apd (B tuined out Speve had beem eeperiencing problems for ifaifie pooRr LR
Ha seemed very opsn i Eell me of his euperience with inptilucices and eedicine. he alsc mestionsd
hive g waed to be marviecd with & 826, but thEere wval tose resson why he eoilién i gee thes anymase,
Ehln vas eae thing br woilos*s rell se. [ decided BoL to push tog much oo Fimd But  That sade &=
FOrE CUrLOUS o kow, bhe just referred to if an *ihe siotake”™ and § dids't knde in vbas way be
BEASE

Faual iold =& srories of traveliing in Furope, 9F Che sharasrers he sst and the places he wigited
[ wam enveous of che places b Bal beesn. 1L pgfmesd out he had just decided one day that be aeecded
8 FAspLwe clasge in his life s0 he rust gok ch# CaEch éwer t9 Framce amd wert frem Bouse to houss
BLAYing =herevesr he iz welcome. He told me of @ specific biee when he was im 4 ssall bag with

prople be Bad bees with and Bis nocd had changed.

*1 remenber making & ridicolous cosssse Eo whorver it wvae rhar ¥ was SiLLifg sext to, and suddenly
Tealizing that po =matter how hard I tried there was nobody in che roos 1 could commmicate with.
sot becaute of the lanmige barrier, you suse wadegstend, it vas somathing =lse me 1 nat back im
=y chair and elosed sy eypen. which now I reallise il & sddcake. R: this time im ey life I was
merely & Foppet to snychdng that had the influspce to control me. I lost the ability arnd che w11l
EO #WesE Ly a3d pretend that T wvam incerested in izy kigd of conversstion, and even L 1 was §
couieEn't have foresd & colistent sentence.”

"What happened nexe? § asked
*I lefe™ he ®aid

Ee messed vary calm) I wondered wha: bad hippened a8 al] his previous stecies of travelling kad
been popitive ard sphest sspecially those about che peenle B Bad met

[ srtarted to thiek that he wapn't Steven's carsr

- THE ACCIDENT



Coming oul the wadwork

2880 and still Perpetually falling into the floodboards. Plummeting, then catapulted back, Accelerating through the
redting wood, starting again inside he dull bulb. Slow dewn now! My mind i miurky. Pedceprion only offers o Bri
tesque smudge. Say, sing, shout-something! Mouth move ndwl Move your mouth, | mean my mouth, N resistence
just no mevemend. Feels like my jasy is focked. Fuck i my mouth is full of cement ? Move your arm, fesl around your
mauthl Stop yelling, | mzan thank you. Seory what's your name? Can't think af name. Pardon? 'm you, remember?
Oh, Whatl What's wrong with my mouth? Hello? where did you go? Think clearly, What? You Muddied my thoughls,
you subbuman, Why is evenything white noow? Am | sl falling? 1t doesn’t look like | am. What do you think? | mean
took it feels ke ground, bat i everythings white, | could sl be falbng. | don’t know. Whoa what the fuck was that?
Loaks like some kind of coroded jelly, | hardly heard that hitling the Aoor, man my ears feel blocked up. Our gars!
Fuck off I'm trying to sort this out. There's some more, Right by my foot, feet, ours, our feet, sormy about that | keep
forgetting you're here. That didn't seem Ve it come from the heavens at all. Am | in heaven? More like purgatory
What does that mean? | need some steep, redress kills yau know, | havent slept for 5 days. 50 What? Wherne did that
Jelhy come from? Look up mongoloid, Nothing but eternal white up there, Thede's some more, What more whilenass?
Mo peElly. Bul | didn’t see amgthirg. ks our face cold? Mo it's just a different texture. Well aren't you gaing to inyestigaiesd
O then. | think that jefly is.on my face. Yeah it defianthy is. It not on my bair though, Why aré my ears, AHEME Dur ears
why are they so blocked? That's where the jefly's coming from, Are pou, | mean gre we sure? Where efse could it be
coming from? | think we might be right. Argh it's clogring owr brain. Get the plunger then, Pl just use my linger. it's
expanding! 5 ow head made of plastacine? |'m In, Feels a lot different to jelly. Cautionl What? The ext’s clasing. I'm
tryng 1o gt it oot Make sure you pull out the obstnection, It's sawdest. Wihat 57 10 was in owr head now It's in my
hand. My hand| it's both our hands. What's that buering seund? Afe bugs im his lungs? Who? Qur lungs | mean, Do you
fead sickly? No | feel fine, How abowt new? New you mention 8 my back is losing some vertebrae’s. Mol Our spins it's
trying 10 escape, The cement is crumbling. Push it back! 'm trying, but it seams guite intent. Push harder. [id you say
pull? No dan't] Well, look what you've done, it's fine, my spine is fine, It was just an umbsella, Umbeella 15 our head
wet? Is that rain? Why is it black? I'm afraid out here, Quick use the umbrella, judging by recont events this will proba
by makes you turn inside out, Us! | don’t fike it hese by -r'|l|r:'.["5f. Qursekres| \What's happening (o the |3,-'|:II|.|r'|::E.=I I% that
san 7 it"s the rainl It's changing the grownd. Maypbe we could do with a day at the beach after this ordeal. White sand,
are we in the troplcs? Vs stopped ralming. What does that sign sa-f'-" 41 casualties in 3 yoars, Where are we? | think it
s%arting to wing, Whatf | mean, we mean 1 £ gefling windy. Bumps ahead. Whoa shit what gale force & that  Oh sorny
wit fongot o l;;.rlllH our karn,.. Argh pet it out of my eyes. IS the groand a big mirror now ? Thera's amly a hftle bit of thie
sand lefi

“Mate, are you back ye1/, whao that? Wheare did we j-g_i-:' Why am | loocbng into 3 mirear f why 5 my face
Fme # wihy i that sand il kere? whiat is sand dofng in someone's [ving room? whosa living roam?

“hevon, are you back yet ¥ Who's Jasan? Where am | back lrom?
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